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1.1.2024 – 30 år siden EØS-avtalen trådte i 
kraft 

ü KS:«Halvparten av sakene på dagsorden 
i kommunestyrer og fylkesting er berørt 
av EU eller EØS», NIBR rapport 2018

ü NHO’s rapport «Blikk på EØS 30 år», jan 
2024 – ser på verdien av EØS-avtalen

ü «EØS-avtalen gir betydelige 
gevinster»

ü Utvalg for utredning av erfaringer med 
EØS-avtalen - rapporten overleveres 
innen 1. april 2024



• € 392 mrd (2021-2027)- nesten en 
tredjedel av det totale EU 
budsjettet

• EUs viktigste virkemiddel for 
(regional)utvikling og utgjevning

• Legge til rette for å etablere 
arbeidsplasser

• Styrke bedriftens konkurranseevne
• Sikre økonomisk vekst
• bærekraftig utvikling
• Digitalisering
• Forbedre folks livskvalitet
• Bekjempe regionale forskjeller

DIFFERENCES:

• Long term
• Encourage cooperation between 

regions
• Reduce gaps between regions (ec, 

social and others)
• Leave “no one behind”
• Delivers on the Union’s political 

priorities “green and digital 
transition”

• Concentrates on the less 
developed EU regions/countries

EUs regionale politikk (Cohesion policy)



The European Regional Development Fund 
(ERDF), to invest in the social and economic 
development of all EU regions and cities 

The European Social Fund Plus (ESF+), to 
support jobs and create a fair and socially 
inclusive society in EU countries

The Cohesion Fund (CF), to invest in 
environment and transport in the less prosperous 
EU countries

The Just Transition Fund (JTF) to support the 
regions most affected by the transition towards 
climate neutrality

Cohesion Policy is delivered through specific 
funds

COHESION OPEN DATA PLATFORM

KEEP.EU - calls, projects, partners, stories, statistics

Euro Access Macro-regions tool – EU funding

https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/funding/erdf_en
https://ec.europa.eu/european-social-fund-plus/en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/funding/cohesion-fund_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/funding/just-transition-fund_en
https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/funds/21-27
https://keep.eu/
https://www.euro-access.eu/en


ERDF € 10 billion - Border regions and 
cross-border cooperation (INTERREG)

Total (EU + National): € 14 billion 

v Akerhus – Interreg Europe, Baltic Sea 
Region, North Sea 

vSweden-Norway, Øresund-Kattegat-
Skagerak?

INTERREG 2021-2027 med norsk deltakelse



• SHARED MANAGEMENT: local, urban & territorial authorities management of funds
• FOR NORGE: SIKRER TILGANG TIL REGIONALE UTVIKLINGSMIDLER for sentrale strøk (BÅDE NATIONALE 

OG EU)
• Åpner for deltakelse fra aktører utenfor et programs geografi – NO kan delta i flere Interreg-program ved 

selvkost (Regulation (EU) 2021/1059, Artical 37 & 22)
• FORENKLINGER: ett enkelt sett med regler for de åtte fondene og en betydelig reduksjon i mengden 

sekundærlovgivning. Dette innebærer særlig:
• Policy objectives: MINDRE (5)
• Flexible programming : adjusted to new challenges and emerging needs, allocation of flexibility amount only after mid-term 

review of socio-economic situation and possible new challenges
• Lighter and more frequent reporting
• Lighter controls for programmes: sharp reduction of management verifications, “single audit principle”
• Extended possibility to use simplified cost options (SCOs) and financing not linked to costs schemes
• End of Commission approval for major projects
• No more designation of management and control bodies

• SKAL BIDRA TIL EUs MAKROREGIONALE STRATEGIER(Norge deltar i EUSBSR)
• SYNERGIER – bestemmelser om forenklet utvalg for Seal of Excellence and Horizon Europe co-funded 

partnerships, Reginal innovation valley 
• KLIMAMÅL: minimumsmål for fond

What’s new for 2021-2027

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1059&qid=1625141867411


Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Georgia, Kosovo, Montenegro, Moldova, 
North Macedonia, Serbia, Ukraine and Türkiye (remains a candidate country) 

• INTERREG er et viktig virkemiddel for EUs utvidelse

• European Council on 14 and 15 December 2023: 
(1) Leaders agreed to open accession negotiations with Ukraine and Moldova, grant candidate status to Georgia 

and open negotiations with Bosnia and Herzegovina “once the necessary degree of compliance with the 
membership criteria is reached.”

(2) The European Parliament President warned against diluting ambitions for candidate countries in the Western 
Balkans.

(3) Agreement to continue supporting Ukraine as a matter of priority. Given the lack of agreement on: (1) the 
need to provide financial support to Ukraine within or out of the EU Budget (as opposed to new mechanisms/or 
cuts to the cohesion and agricultural policies); or (2) the cascade system of the repayment of interest rates for 
NextGenerationEU, Leaders agreed to resume discussions early 2024.

Enlargement
a geo-strategic investment in peace, security, stability and prosperity



Post 2027 Consultation Process
We want to hear from you !
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TWO KEY MOMENTS



• EC dedicated €122 million under Horizon Europe (€60 million, European 
Innovation Ecosystems) and under the European Regional Development 
Fund (€ 62 million, I4) to:

• The Regional Innovation Valleys (RIV), to bring together less and more 
innovative regions with a view to addressing the most burning challenges 
facing the EU - reducing the reliance on fossil fuels, increasing global food 
security, mastering the digital transformation (including cybersecurity), 
improving healthcare and achieving circularity.  

• To identify up to 100 regions committed to enhance the coordination and 
directionality of their research and innovation investment and policies at 
regional level and to collaborate on inter-regional innovation projects 
including in deep tech innovation, linked to key EU priorities.

• Cooperation based but not limited on smart specialisation strategies

SYNERGIES- Regional Innovation Valleys 



• Rapidly shrinking labor force
• Low share of higher education
• Departure of young people

82 EU 
regions 

(30% of EU 
population) 
affected by:

• Decreased by 3,5 million persons 
between 2015 and 2020 in the 
EU.

• Further decline expected of an 
additional 35 million persons by 
2050

Working 
age 

population:

• Communication on “Harnessing talent 
in Europe’s regions”:

Ø Talent Booster Mechanism (8 pillars)
aims to support regions in training, 
retaining, and attracting people and 
competences to mitigate the impact of 
demographic transition.

Ø Harnessing Talent Platform – launched 
in Nov 2023, provides a mean of 
communication, disseminating information 
related to the 8 pillars.

HANDLE Demographic challenges

https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/communities-and-networks/harnessing-talent-platform_en


How will the ‘Talent booster mechanism’ 
support regions?

Call for innovation transfer networks 10 jan- 20 
march 2024 (for cities to transfer and adopt in 
their local contexts an innovative project funded 
under URBACT)



• DG REGIO (as from 2023), sets up the S3 Community of Practice (S3 CoP)
to ensure a comprehensive and integrated support system and framework for 
cooperation for S3 practitioners at regional, national and European level:

• The S3 CoP website is the Commission one-stop-shop for Smart Specialisation for 
EU regions. Gives access to a diverse range of S3 resources and S3 events

• JRC provides support for S3 design and implementation with non EU 
countries

Smart Spesialisation Strategies (S3)

https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/communities-and-networks/s3-community-of-practice_en


• Tilgang til regionalutviklingsmiddler for å løse likeartede og felles
utfordringer

• Arena for å påvirke utviklingen i EU (i en tidlig fase)

• Tilgang til europeisk kunnskap, kompetanse, nettverk

• Utvikling av felles strategier (S3), regelverk og fjerne barrierer for 
grenseoverskridende samarbeid

• Tirettelegger for å bygge kompetanse for å delta i EU-programsamarbeid

• Skaper muligheter for lokalt næringsliv og bygger kapasitet i regional 
forvaltning

• EU utvidelsen – tilgang til nye markeder, synergier med Norway Grants

Hva betyr det for oss?


